
Issue 1   

Welcome to the course! 

Dear Students and Parents, 
  
I normally send this welcome letter out after the first few weeks of school, but as I am 
this year sending my oldest child to kindergarten, I can appreciate an introductory 
letter might be appreciated before the first day of classes.  I know for my family 
receiving that note from my daughter’s kindergarten teacher warmed us up to 
beginning a new school year. 
 
As I am still relatively new at Haverford, now heading into my third year as part of the 
community having arrived from Morocco the summer before, I would like to 
introduce myself a bit more formally, and outline for you my philosophies on teaching. 
  
Background: 
·       My formal education is in Philosophy and History where my main interests were 
Meta-ethics, Logic, Philosophy of Language and Political Philosophy.  I attended 
The University of Chicago for my graduate education, and Bucknell University for my 
undergraduate education.   It was after and through studying philosophy that I 
discovered a love of mathematics (I was a good, but not great – as I understood it at 
the time - math student in middle school and high school). 
 
·       I am going into my second year as an Assistant Varsity Water Polo Coach here at 
Haverford after coaching in the Soccer program in my first year.  
 
·       My wife and I have two daughters, a little girl named Naomi who is 5 years old 
and can now ride a bike without training wheels and a 20 month old named Angeline 
who is becoming increasingly bossy about who sits where at the dinner table. 
  
Philosophy: 
·       I believe creativity and collaboration are THE 21st century skills so I integrate 
them heavily into my curriculum through the use of complex, open ended problems 
and group work. 
 
·       I believe a central challenge for our students is the application of critical thinking 
and it is my goal to assist them in this essential feature of problem solving this year.  
 
·       I recognize that our school is lucky to have enrolled students with a diverse range 
of talents and interests, and I believe in creating a classroom culture where students 



feel safe and confident to offer ideas, take risks and experience challenges to their 







Issue 2   

Wrapping up the first unit! 

Dear Students and Parents, 
  
After an exciting first few weeks of school, I wanted to check in about our progress in 
the course.  We just concluded our first unit, which included a variety of Algebra topics 
all designed to:  
 
1) give your students a preview of the course,  
2) help me become more familiar with your students’ personalities and mathematical 
experiences and,  
3) help establish the supportive and inclusive culture of our learning community.   
 
We concluded, as we do every unit, with a Binder Check, Team Test and Individual 
Test, but though students will have received feedback on these assessments, you will 
not see grades for them in Canvas since they were largely designed to help students 
familiarize themselves with the style of the Algebra I course and the rubrics used in 
their assessment.  From Unit 2 on, all assessments will receive a grade in Canvas. 
 
Additionally, we invited Mr. Steve Cloran from the Enrichment and Learning Center to 
teach us skills about how to organize and think metacognitively about our learning in 
our math class.  He will be in periodically throughout the year to check in on our 
progress and offer us support about how to develop our executive functioning skills.   
 
Next up, we will pivot to simplification of algebraic expressions and solving one and 
two step algebraic equations using the powerful tactile tool of Algebra Tiles.  This will 
help us to utilize students’ prior learning while simultaneously helping them to 
understand these topics in creative and more conceptually interesting ways.   
 
You will observe that our topics of study will constantly spiral, pushing forward to new 
skills and concepts while also taking us back to cover topics from past chapters in 
greater depth and complexity. 
 
Please encourage and support your student to be vigilant about doing their homework. 
The homework assignments and problems in this text are very intentionally designed 
to preview the material in coming lessons as well as review material learned in past 
lessons.  It is the key tool for us to ensure there is no topic that gets “passed over” and 
forgotten about as we progress through the course.  There is a link in the students’ 









Issue 3   

Solving Equations and Proportional Reasoning 

Dear Students and Parents, 
  
Wow!  The year is already going by quickly.  We are wrapping up our second unit on 
solving algebraic equations and proportional reasoning and getting ready for graphing 
linear equations.  At this stage in the year, much of what we do might seem like review 
to the students.  Indeed, this is an Algebra I course, so although most of our students 
have had some experience with algebra on some level, the curriculum defaults to 
students who are learning algebra for the first time.  So we as teachers take a lot of 
time to assess where the students are as a group currently and then figure out how to 
adapt the curriculum and decide what to review or teach further.  Much of what we 
notice is that students already have a broad skill set and our lessons are designed to 
invite students to bring their knowledge and expertise into the activities to share with 
other students.  Most of the new learning is based around helping students develop a 
more accurate mathematical vocabulary, strengthen their understanding of the logic 
underlying the techniques and help them to notice and learn from mistakes.  We have 
noticed that some students feel that the work we are doing is repetitive, or that they’ve 
“already learned this”.  We encourage them, though, to slow down and take the time to 
listen, learn and reflect in order to deepen and clarify their understanding and we ask 
for your support in this.  We promise that this is time well spent and that the course 
will soon speed up and the better the students’ foundational understanding the 
stronger their learning will be going forward.   
 
Mr. Steve Cloran from the Enrichment and Learning Center was in again to work with 
students on their binders and this time we broke up into small groups to individualize 
the learning experience.  He spent time helping students with their metacognitive 
thinking and I took a group to work on time management and goal setting.   
 
I want to ask again, please encourage and support your student to be vigilant about 
doing their homework and to come see me in the mornings between 8:00 and 8:30 am 
as well as during the flex periods to go over any questions. 
  
Finally, your student’s class information including course expectations, assignments, 
and his performance on assessments and projects can be found on our class' Canvas 
page. Either your son can log you into his account or you may create an observer 
account to follow his progress throughout the year. 
 
 
It was great seeing everyone at Back to School Night and please feel free to reach out 



at anytime. 
  







Issue 4   

Graphs and Equations 

Dear Students and Parents, 
  
With EA week well and truly behind us and already looking ahead to the December 
exams, I thought now would be a good time to check in with everyone as to the 
progress in our class.   
 
We are wrapping up our third Unit in which the primary focus was learning graphing 
mechanics and extending the work we did on solving equations in Unit 2.  Students 
practiced finding rules from tables with a really fun activity called “The Silent Board 
Game”.  The students enjoyed it so much that we continued to play a round or two 
every day throughout the chapter.  We also reflected more deeply on what it means for 
something to be the solution to an equation and also what it means for an equation to 
have no solution.  Ask your student about the “Guess my number” activity and his 
major takeaways from those lessons.  Students were not simply grinding out more 
practice with solving equations, but rather, they were developing a deeper 
understanding of algebraic solutions that will serve them well throughout their 
experiences in Algebra II and Unit Circle Trig.   
 
Next, we begin our work on graphing equations.  We are using the conceptually 
important vocabulary of “growth” and “initial values” so that the students really 
understand why a line is graphed the way it is, rather than simply just how to do it.  We 
will be employing multiple algebraic representations and trying to make the learning as 
visual and kinesthetic as possible all the while respecting our commitment to group 
norms and constructivist learning.  As always, we will imbed conceptual foreshadowing 
to future courses, namely Calculus in our discussions of growth.   
 
I want to ask again, please encourage and support your student to be vigilant about 
doing their homework and to come see me in the mornings between 8:00 and 8:30 am 
as well as during the flex periods to go over any questions. 
 
A couple quick plugs: I am presenting my first Reflection Assembly on Monday 
November 18th at 9:50 in Centennial Hall and anyone from the community is 
welcome to attend.  The working title is “Mathematics Misunderstood: How I was 
wrong in high school and my recently discovered appreciation for mathematical 
thinking”.  I will also be taking video and can include a link to a Youtube Channel in 
my next newsletter.  Our Philly Independent School Math League is culminating in a 
Haverford hosted Olympiad on Tuesday, November 19th, but this is far from being 



the last opportunity for math contest experiences.  We will begin practicing for the 
AMC contests in January and the Mathworks Modeling Challenge with juniors and 







Issue 5   

Systems and Lines 

Dear Students and Parents, 
  
We are now completing our second full week of the second semester (amazing how 
time flies) and with semester 1 grades being sent out, this is a great point to check in 
with everyone. 
 
Between now and the last newsletter, we were introduced to graphing lines, learned 
how to translate word problems into mathematical equations and developed 
techniques for solving systems of equations, which provide all sorts of useful 
information such as algebraically informing us as to when the graphs of two lines 
intersect.  We are now going to move out of the “introductory” phase of the class and 
into the more advanced topics.  The goal of the first half of the class was largely to 
examine in depth the foundational concepts of algebra such as understanding what a 
solution to an equation was, what it meant to be able to manipulate algebraically 
equivalent expressions and to understand the power of algebraic thinking for problem 
solving.  Students may have found much of the material familiar and treated it as 
review, which was to be expected.  The hope was that by examining the material again 
in the way we did, that students would focus on understanding the topics more 
profoundly than they did before.  We now move into a phase of the class in which the 
concepts become more logically abstract and the techniques more complex.  The 
students’ disposition toward the learning will become increasingly important as they 
become further challenged by the problems we do in class.  The expectation is that 
they take every opportunity in class to make good use of time, that they intentionally 
practice the skills in homework exercises, and that seek out support as soon as the 
need arises.  The curriculum is designed to make the material as accessible as possible, 
but there will certainly be moments in which students will need to build on prior 
learning and any gaps in understanding will quickly become evident. 
 
Please check in with your student about doing their homework and seeing me in the 
mornings between 8:00 and 8:30 am as well as during the flex periods to go over any 
questions.  I’m happy to review with students topics or concepts from the first 
semester as well as questions that come up as we move through the units. 
 
As always a few plugs: Ms. Katharine Hudson in the ELC is an excellent resource if 
your student wants further 1-on-1 support, and I can help your student make an 
appointment to meet with her during their Study Hall blocks when I might otherwise 
be teaching.  Also, I am working to establish an upper form student math mentoring 
relationship and if your student would benefit in receiving that additional support from 



an upper form math student, then I’ll double my efforts to recruit interested upper 
form students. 






